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Darling Downs South West Regional Office
128 Margaret Street
PO Box 825
Toowoomba QLD 4350

Our reference: SPL-0116-027196

25 February 2016

Yarranlea Solar Pty Ltd
C/- Icubed Consulting Pty Ltd
PO Box 878 
TOOWONG  QLD  

Attention:  Elizabeth Cruice

Dear Elizabeth

Prelodgement Meeting Record - Proposed Solar Farm 
Yarranlea Road, Yarranlea QLD 4356

This pre-lodgement record provides a summary of the matters discussed at the pre-
lodgement meeting in addition to providing further advice prepared subsequent to the 
meeting.  This record provides initial advice regarding the likely major issues relevant to the 
development proposal to assist in the timely processing of a development application.  
While this pre-lodgement advice is provided in good faith, if the proposal is changed to that 
which was discussed with the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and 
Planning (DILGP) during the pre-lodgement meeting, this advice is not binding.

Reference information

Departmental role: Concurrence Agency

Jurisdiction: 7.3.10 Clearing Vegetation

Pre-lodgement meeting date: 9 February 2016

Meeting attendees:

Name Position Organisation

Ms Charmaine Aldridge Principal Planning Officer DILGP
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Name Position Organisation

Mr Josh Leddy Senior Planner DILGP

Mr Marc Morain Senior Economic 
Development Officer

Department of State 
Development (DSD)

Miss Amy MacCartie Natural Resource 
Management Officer 

Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines 
(DNRM)

Elizabeth Cruice Consultant Icubed Consulting

Nick Canto Engineer Icubed Consulting

Site details

Street address: Yarranlea Road, Yarranlea QLD 4356

Real property description: Lot 3347 A341649, Lot 2 RP18249, Lot 2 RP7475 and Lot 2 
A34925

Site area: 301.853 Ha

Assessment manager 
reference: n/a

Local government area: Toowoomba Regional Council

Existing use: Agricultural

Relevant site history: Nil

Proposed development details

Development type: Material Change of Use

Development description: Solar Farm
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Meeting minutes

Item Discussion and advice

DNRM

1. Mr Canto and Ms Cruice provided an overview of the solar farm project.  The 
development is for 100 megawatts of solar power, to be delivered over 4 stages.  It 
is anticipated that the project will commence in 3-4 years.  Mr Canto advised that it 
is his intention to lodge the Development Application by the end of March 2016.

The nominated site is suitable due to its proximity to the power grid and there are 
currently no constraints over the land.  There are no neighbours in close proximity 
and the site will be conducive to workforce accessibility from nearby communities.  
It is expected that the existing contour banks will remain.

Ms MacCartie provided the following information:

 There is a Category B area mapped in an island formation on Lot 2 
RP7475.  Mapping identifies this area contains a Brigalow-Belah regional 
ecosystem (11.9.5);

 The applicant is encouraged to verify this mapping, if there is some 
uncertainty or dispute as to the accuracy (in terms of extent or regional 
ecosystem), the applicant may apply for a Property Map of Assessable 
Vegetation (PMAV) that can then enable an amendment to the mapping to 
occur.  However, if the vegetation is of concern, it may not be worth 
applying for the PMAV.

 If a PMAV is sought, this should be applied for prior to lodging the 
development application.

Mr Canto confirmed that the site currently has a full crop of sorghum, due to be 
harvested within two weeks.  This will then enable the applicant to obtain improved 
access and determine whether the mapping is correct.  

Mr Canto intends to engage an environmental consultant to perform the 
assessment.  Ms MacCartie advised that if the category B area is unable to be 
removed via a PMAV, the state assessment will be performed against Module 8 of 
the State Development Assessment Provisions (SDAP), with a particular focus on 
PO1, PO4 and PO8 (assuming the regional ecosystem is endangered or of 
concern).  If the proposal intends to clear within the category B area, the proponent 
must be able to demonstrate how the impacts of the development have been 
avoided and minimised – this may prove difficult given the large expanse of 
category X areas within the application area.  If the category B area can be 
retained, appropriate buffers (taking into consideration safety and firebreak 
considerations) would be required between the vegetation and any infrastructure 
proposed by the development to ensure that no clearing within the category B area 
could occur.
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Item Discussion and advice

DSD

2. Mr Canto advised Mr Morain that it is anticipated that the solar farm will have a 30 
year life, will employ 3 full time staff and that there is some opportunity for local 
supply chain development during construction.

It is considered that the above summary is an accurate record of the matters 
discussed at the pre-lodgement meeting. 

If you require any further information, please contact Mr Josh Leddy, Senior Planner, on 07 
4616 7307 who will be pleased to assist.

Yours sincerely

Ian McHugh
A/Manager (Planning)


